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I’ve been told that some fear to leave;
some don’t want to go shopping for their
families; some don’t want to go about their
ordinary daily routines because, by wearing
cover, they’re afraid they’ll be intimidated.
That should not and that will not stand in
America.

Those who feel like they can intimidate
our fellow citizens to take out their anger
don’t represent the best of America. They
represent the worst of humankind, and they
should be ashamed of that kind of behavior.

This is a great country. It’s a great country
because we share the same values of respect
and dignity and human worth. And it is my
honor to be meeting with leaders who feel
just the same way I do. They’re outraged;
they’re sad. They love America just as much
as I do.

I want to thank you all for giving me a
chance to come by. And may God bless us
all. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:12 p.m. at the
mosque.

Proclamation 7465—National Farm
and Ranch Safety and Health Week,
2001
September 17, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Our Nation’s agriculture industry rep-

resents 13 percent of our economy and re-
mains central to our prosperity at home and
our competitiveness abroad. At the core of
this industry are countless dedicated farmers
and ranchers working to produce food stuffs
at a level of efficiency and quality unrivaled
around the globe. In many ways, agriculture
ranks among the most crucial of our Nation’s
industries; and yet, its reliability and produc-
tivity are often taken for granted.

Our farmers and ranchers face significant
challenges and uncertainty, from inclement
weather to damaging insects. They also face
health and safety dangers, from exposure to
chemicals and the operation of machinery to
tending livestock. In 1999, the agriculture in-
dustry suffered more than 770 deaths and

150,000 disabling injuries. Of these victims,
many were children and young people in-
jured or killed in preventable farm and ranch
accidents.

Progress is being made in developing tech-
nology that makes farm and ranch work safer.
Safety equipment features for tractors, such
as roll-over protective structures, bypass
starter covers, and hazard warning lights, aid
in the prevention of injuries and save lives.
Sunscreens, hearing protection devices, and
other personal protective equipment reduce
the serious health problems caused by toxic
gases, chemicals, and harsh environmental
conditions. We must increase awareness of
the availability of safety and health protection
measures. I encourage farmers and ranchers
to develop safety and health plans that meet
the needs of their businesses, families, and
employees. Safety equipment should be in-
stalled, maintained regularly, and used con-
sistently. Children also must be taught to rec-
ognize risks on the farm and ranch and to
help with chores safely.

Despite many hazards and uncertainties,
America’s farmers and ranchers remain
among the most dedicated and productive
contributors to our Nation’s economy. I am
committed to supporting the American farm-
er and rancher, and my Administration will
help those facing financial difficulties caused
by storms, droughts, or any other unforseen
natural catastrophe. In times of emergency,
farmers and ranchers will get the assistance
they need, when they need it. I recently
signed a $5.5 billion agriculture supple-
mental bill that affirms my commitment to
maintaining a strong and healthy agricultural
economy.

My Administration also will support tax-
deferred savings accounts to help farming
and ranching families guard against
downturns. To keep farms and ranches in a
family from generation to generation, we are
eliminating the death tax. Finally, farmers
and ranchers need foreign markets to sell
their products, and I will work hard to ensure
that agriculture is a top priority in future
trade negotiations.

Our Nation owes a debt of gratitude to
our farmers and ranchers for helping to en-
sure stability in our economy, for providing
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food products that amply meet all our citi-
zens’ needs, and for representing what is best
about America. They show the character and
values that have made this country strong,
values of love and family, faith in God, and
respect for nature. We honor them by en-
couraging safe farming and ranching prac-
tices that improve and protect the lives of
all farmers and ranchers.

Now, Therefore I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim the week of Sep-
tember 16 through September 22, 2001, as
National Farm and Ranch Safety and Health
Week. I call upon agriculture-related agen-
cies, organizations, and businesses to
strengthen their commitment to provide
quality safety and health training to farmers,
ranchers, and their families. I also call upon
citizens to recognize the sacrifice and dedica-
tion of those individuals and communities
whose work in agriculture provides the qual-
ity food that we enjoy.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord two thousand one,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:17 p.m., September 18, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 19.

Proclamation 7466—Citizenship Day
and Constitution Week, 2001
September 17, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As the delegates to the 1787 Constitutional

Convention in Philadelphia began working
on what would become the United States
Constitution, they grasped that a great de-
mocracy must be built on the twin founda-
tions of national consent to a Federal Gov-

ernment and respect for individual rights.
After more than two centuries of continual
cultural, legal, and economic change, our
unique experiment in self-government has
borne successful witness to the prescient ge-
nius and timeless wisdom of our Founding
Fathers. Throughout America’s history, in
times of turmoil and peace, liberty and op-
pression, our faith in the Constitution’s
promise of freedom and democracy has been
a steadfast rock of national stability against
the raging seas of political change. Today,
in the face of the terrorist attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, we must call upon, more
than ever, the Constitutional principles that
make our country great.

In creating our Nation’s Constitutional
framework, the Convention’s delegates rec-
ognized the dangers inherent in concen-
trating too much power in one person,
branch, or institution. They wisely crafted a
Government that balanced the functions and
authority of a Federal system among three
separate but equal branches: the Executive,
the Legislative, and the Judicial. As a further
check on central power, the Framers granted
citizens the right to vote, giving them the
power to express their political preferences
peacefully and thereby to effect change in
the Government.

The Convention delegates ratified the
Constitution on September 17, 1787, and
submitted it to the States for approval. After
much deliberation and discussion at the State
level, the following two concerns emerged
from among those who feared the Constitu-
tion’s proposed centralization of Federal
power: (1) the threat of tyranny; and (2) the
loss of local control. To address these fears,
our Founders amended the Constitution by
adding a Bill of Rights. These ten amend-
ments provided a series of clear limits on
Federal power and a litany of protective
rights to citizens. This development under-
scored the important and enduring Constitu-
tional principle of enumerated powers, and
it set our national course on a route that
would eventually enhance and expand indi-
vidual rights and liberties.

Today, our Nation celebrates not only the
longest-lived written Constitution in world
history, but also the enduring commitment
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